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Abstract

The thesis investigates the issue of poverty and its effects on development, first
theoretically, by explaining the concept of poverty and other related concepts,
the theories which studied it, and samples from previous studies. The thesis
examines poverty in Algeria, how it is measured, the main chapters of poverty
as: inequality, globalization, and crime...etc, the characteristics of poverty
related to development as: population density, health, education, and shelter, and
the suggested policies to solve this issue.

Secondly, the thesis investigates this issue practically using the appropriate
methodologies of social scanning and case study which are considered the most
suitable and used methods in studying poverty. The thesis used some
methodological tools as the observation of the conditions of poor people and
their houses during the visits, the questionnaire to ask the individuals of the
sample, the interview with the heads of the major sectors, the informants are the
chairmen of neighborhoods who pointed out the members of the sample. The
sample is 551 poor families from all around the city.

The core hypothesis of this thesis is “the social problems caused by poverty
influences the development of the city of Souk Ahras in many ways:
underdeveloped shelter, low wages, poor education, spread of diseases, women
issues and, youth issues.”

The discussion focuses on the characteristics of poverty related to the main
sectors of development such as:

1. Population density: most of the poor families had more than three
children which add more responsibilities on the head of family, and birth
control is only used by young families afraid of staying poor because of
much children.

2. Education: free education in Algeria prevented ignorance within children
and teenagers but still there is a lot of them escape the school or fail to
succeed because of compelling social conditions or the children inability
to succeed.

3. Health: diseases are common among poor families but not only the
known diseases of poverty as malaria, typhoid, tuberculosis but also
chronic diseases caused by bad residence conditions as asthma,
rheumatism or by problems and daily life pressures as: nerve diseases,
heart diseases, diabetes, and blood pressure. There are also a



considerable number of special needs in addition to a huge deficiency in
health insurance for those not inscribed in social security.

4. Shelter: random houses and ten neighborhoods contributed to the bad
living conditions of poor families besides invading the city with semi-
rural houses which wasted large estates and preserved the life style of
poor families that moved to there.

5. The new concept of poor women or feminine poverty which coming
from the many families supported by women whether a widow, divorced,
single mum, or single.

6. Individual poverty of unemployed youth who can’t have a decent job
suits his ambitions especially within a contradictory situation of little
chances and an open modern life.

Hypothesises introduced in this thesis are proved to be accepted.
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