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Summary:

This thesis addressed one of the most significant educational issues facing the
Algerian university institution, namely the relationship between the university—with its
multiple functions—and the question of fostering student creativity. We approached this
issue based on theoretical data and concepts drawn from the literature dealing with student

creativity, as well as field data collected through the responses of students (the participants
in our study sample) to an interview guide specifically designed for this purpose.

The aim of this study was to uncover the reality of creativity among students in Algerian
universities by attempting to answer the following central question:

« In light of the entrepreneurial orientation of the university, can the Algerian university
be considered an incubator of creativity and a supporter of creative students?

To provide a scientifically objective answer, we conducted a field study at the
University of August 20, 1955, in Skikda. Our purposive sample consisted of thirty-five
students who met the main criteria of the operational definition we established for the
“creative student.” This field study was carried out during the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025
academic years and continued until the writing of the final report and the preparation of the
thesis for defense.

The descriptive method was adopted for its suitability to the nature of our research topic.
Two main tools were used to collect data and information: the interview (as the primary
tool) and simple observation (as a supporting tool).
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Our study reached several findings, summarized as follows:

e There are creative activities practiced by students under the supervision of the
university’s business incubator and the Entrepreneurship Development Center. These
activities cover diverse fields and are not necessarily related to the students’ academic
specializations. Some creative projects require the integration of several scientific
disciplines. The university provides staff and experts to guide and support creative
students in implementing their projects. However, numerous obstacles hinder students
from carrying out their creative activities, especially regarding the practical
implementation of their innovative ideas and projects.

Based on these partial findings, our study concluded that the Algerian university oscillates
between two opposite realities. The first reality reflects an emerging interest in student
creativity, with genuine efforts from university officials to attract creative students, adopt
their innovative ideas, and support their projects (as demonstrated by the establishment of
official bodies such as Entrepreneurship Development Centers and university business
incubators). Conversely, the second reality reveals that the Algerian university is
experiencing a functional crisis caused by the shortcomings of all university stakeholders.
This dysfunction has undermined these initiatives and hindered positive efforts to promote
student creativity.

This clearly indicates the university’s failure so far to effectively manage and implement
the entrepreneurial orientation project—considered the core of student creativity
development—rather than its success. Indeed, most of the projects submitted by students,
though numerous and diverse and even approved in principle, are still struggling to be
implemented in practice. Consequently, these negative outcomes have not yet fulfilled the
hopes and ambitions of students and their families, the university and its staff, or society as
a whole.
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