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Study summary

Study summary :

This study, which focuses on the ethics of media work in social talk shows,
aims to conduct an analytical study of the program "In the Space of the
Forbidden™ on the Arabic-language channel France 24. This program has
been regularly broadcast on the international news channel for over nine
seasons to date.

The study seeks to investigate media ethics and the extent to which the
program adheres to these ethics, which would lend a professional character
to the media work, particularly in the field of mass media. It examines
content directed towards Arab audiences via foreign satellite channels,
which vary in characteristics and formats. To achieve the study's primary
objective, the main research question was formulated: What is the extent of
adherence to media ethics in social talk shows?

This question was further explored through sub-questions, which we aimed
to address through the categories of form and content.

The study adopts a descriptive approach, relying on content analysis as the
primary research tool, which is the most suitable for this type of study.
Additionally, an interview tool was used through an interview form, which
provided further information within the framework of the study's problem.
The study used a regular random sample, with the units selected based on
seven consecutive seasons of the program sample.

The study follows a methodological plan divided into four chapters, as
follows:

« Chapter One: The methodological framework, which includes the
conceptual framework of the study, the methodological elements of
research preparation, previous studies, and the theoretical foundation
explaining the study.

« Chapters Two and Three: The theoretical framework of the study,
discussing two main topics: the ethics of media work, satellite television,
and talk shows.

« Chapter Four: The applied framework, which involves studying,
analyzing the data, and presenting the results.

The final study and discussion highlight the following key findings:



Study summary

« The religious, political, and social content addressed in "In the Sphere of
the Forbidden" predominantly dominated the program's episodes, with the
Islamic perspective often absent in many of the taboo discussions, in
contrast to the more liberal Western viewpoints.

« The program made efforts to diversify its official sources, with a higher
proportion of unofficial sources compared to official ones. This raises
concerns about the credibility of information sources in the program, which
IS somewhat inconsistent with media ethics.

« A high percentage of illogical methods were employed compared to
logical methods in the program, which contradicts media ethics, especially
considering that it airs on an international news channel, thereby increasing
the trust gap between the program and the audience.

« The program distanced itself from offering an objective and
comprehensive presentation of the various issues discussed, as the content
tended to be superficial and simplistic, leaning more toward entertainment
than serious news reporting. Consequently, the program's orientation
appeared to be quantitative rather than qualitative.

« There was evident bias and imbalance in the allocation of time between
various stakeholders.

. Positive moral values were mentioned less frequently than negative
moral values, which may make them less influential on the audience
compared to the negative moral values presented.

« The proportion of non-positive media values exceeded that of positive
media values, indicating an inability to achieve objectivity. All of the above
findings contradict media ethics.

Keywords: Ethics, Media Work, Media Ethics, Talk Shows, Satellite TV
Channels.
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