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Abstract

Title: Social representations of the families of
.child victims of sexual assault

- Field study in forensic medical departments of Annaba and Taraf.

Keywords: Child; family; sexual assault; social representations, victims.

The study is based on the idea that sexual abuse is a traumatic event. Its effects go
beyond the victim child's family and social environment. Regarding the families'
psychological and social profiles, the victim's age and gender, there is a close relationship
between the sexual abuser and the victim's family, and the performance of the criminal
behaviour and its consequences, which were diagnosed and documented by the forensic
doctor as evidence or a presumption of conviction against the sexual offender.

The critical results revealed by the research are as follows :

+ Behavioural manifestations that carry feelings of anger and fear among the family
and parents of the victim child appear clearly in cases where the victim child is of the
female gender, and her age ranges between (13-18 years), which confirms the
dominance of male thought in such incidents.

+ The mother's role is considered pivotal in all stages of the sexual assault incident, in
which most of the escorts during the various stages of the investigation are mothers, in
contrast to an apparent decline in the role of fathers, for fear of the inferiority view that
may follow in his social environment.

+ In most victimized families, signs and expressions of fear of the unknown, pain, and
feelings of shame and grief were observed.

¢+ The medical report determines the safety of the victim's virginity through a
certificate of innocence or conviction of the abuser, which certifies the family's honour
and chastity within their environment..

+ Sexual practices criminalized by law may be condoned by social systems, such as
sexual contact or foreplay, or virtual sexual practice, that is, through social networking
sites, in return for more severe reactions in cases where the female's vagina is trampled.
+ The process of psychological and social support for a child victim of sexual abuse by
parents is considered a secondary issue in return for attention to the consequences and what
is recorded in the forensic medical reports, the preliminary and judicial investigation
records, and what the ruling judge pronounces at the end of the session
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